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REPORT. 


™ compliance with the law, the follow'ng Report of the 

Treasurer of the ‘Town of Pittsfield, for the fiscal year from 

March 1, 1878, to March 1, 1874, is respectfully submitted. 
RECEIPTS. 


By cash from Town Treasurer of 1872, being balance 


in his hands March 1, 1873, $1803 72 
“ fromR E. Cram to restore him to right 
Y. of suffrige, 10 00 
° « 2D. A. Littlefield to restore him te 
light of suffrage, . 8 00 
“ ONY Nutter for invoice book, 75 
¢ “« §B. L. Cram for Police finesy, we 12 06 
% ‘© Mr. Marden for old plank, — 198 
ie “ J. Berry for old plank» 1 00 
. ‘* State Treasurer, Insurance Tax, 7 50 


dé « “ ss Railroad Tax, ‘© 39 16 


z 


By cash from State Treasurer, Savings Bank tax, 1538 


District No. 


os 66 
(v4 79 
(<a 66 
«e é6 
6¢ (79 
66 (73 
Ge 6G 
cé 6e 
a ce 
Ce sé 
[a4 66 
ee 66 
6¢ (e4 
(<4 (¢ 4 
66 (74 
From 


a ny Literary Fund, 131 
J. W. C. Pickering for License, 50 
County, Police kines paid County 

Treasurer by B. L. Cram, 13 
The Town of Chichester for Repairs 

on Bridge, 13 
ktate Treasurer, Bounty Claims, 387 
ierrimack County for support of 

County panpers, 499 
HT. L. Robinson, Collector 1870, 150 
Pittsfield Mannf’g Co. highwaytax, 103 
Abatement of taxes, 1e7 
J. M. Tucker, Collector for 1869, 117 
F. Peaslee, vs pts eet 899 
Po oram, * Ssaan beg g 1's 51 
F. W. Blake, Collector. cash and 

abatements, 13,660 
Town Hall, 57 


Money hired and notes renewed, 82,594 


Total Amount of Receipts, $52,326 
EXPENDITURES. 
March 1, 1873, to March 1, 1874. 
FOR SCHOOLS. 


1, paid I..N. -Carr, $142 
9 ah DL; ‘Greene, 69 
SF) oe Our don, 239 
GA TG & oS. erench, 301 
BF ere OOD 373 
« « J. Towle tor High Sehcol, 99 
6). Sr ACC ichgads, 87 
45° ds. eat, 254 
Br 5 Gawd Ohnson, b1S1. 
9, “ S. Watson, 95 


00 
48 
10 


94 
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District No. 10, “ TD. Watson, 
“ Union District Chichester, 


J. M. Mason, 
« Union district Barnstead, 
N.. .P, Davis, 


DAMAGE BY DOGS. 


Paid 8. Perkins, 
eR, Hy Wells, 
“ G,. H. Sanborn, 
oJ, Eiishay, 


s¢ L. Green, 


BUILDING NEW STREET, 
Paid Suncook Valley hail Read, 


land damage, 
<< FE. Cram, as per bill, 


«S.J. Winslow, ss 
«<S. Watson, % 
#6 J. Harvey, bi 


«J.P. Waldren 1 
“J. M. Tucker, 


87 3D 
14 82 


14 92 
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$3,912 70 


8 4 75 
20 00 
3 60 
8 00 


6 00 


OS 


&41 75 


— 


$138 01 


REPAIRING RGADS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid D. K. Sweatt, 1872, as per bill, 
“ce 


KE. Hl. McIntire, “ 
J. M. Eaton, 


J. Holmes, «* 

134 ¢¢ 
H. B. Morrill, * 
©. Green, « 
W. H. Berry, « 
@. G. Marston, « 


$ 3 00 
5 14 
20 00 
23 24 
7 70 
20 00 
6 ¥2 


8 44 
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L. Brown, as per Lill 
R.L: French & Co, teas 
S. S. Ring, «« 
H. M. Foss, elas 
J.M.Eaton, sé 
KR. T. Leavitt, 6 
J. Smith, ‘< 
E. Babb, 6 

’ W. Shaw, ) 6s 
5. B. Prescott 6 
©. HH. French, 66 
Jd. M. Tucker, < 
J. P. Nutter, 06 
8. J. Clark, ‘“ 
I’. Peaslee, « 


PAUPER BILLS. 


Paid fot Transient persons, 


ce 


Rh. E. Cram, 


‘Sally Chase, 


Abigail Clark, 
H. Davis, 

L. Downs, 

J. Stiles, 

Lucy A. Cram, 
T. P. Woodman, 
F. Meserve, 

C. E. Moody, 
J. Eastman, 
Milly Joy, 
Elizabeth Dennett, 
Lucina Broek, 
Mary Mathews, 
Samuel White, 
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BREAKING ROADS, 


District No. 1, Paid J. Clark, $42 O1 
I. E. Smith Nos. 1 and 30, 29 00 

No. 2, S. H. French, 24 21 
3; S. B. Prescott, 53 60 
4, D. L. Greene, 17 63 
5, J. M. Potter, 62 17 
6, J. Smith, Pe ako 
ae Fk. W. Blake, 61 86 
8, G. W. Robey, 34 12 
9, W. Sanders, 69 18 
10, J. E. Shaw, 27 48 
Li: F. E: Cram, 27 88 
12, J.5S. Berry, eae ey ts, 
13, Isaiah Berry, 21 93 
14. G. W. Johnson, 387 90 
15; Wo. Bo Norris: 89 35 
16, EK. H. McIntire, 25 00 
yi J. R. Tucker, 100 60 
18, S. J. Winslow, 58 87 
19, M. Cummings, 18 26 
20, T. M. Brown, 37 86 
ay D. Watson, 10 20 
22, J. Harvey, 43 26 
23, G. RK. Drake, 45 71 
24, J. Yeaton, 42 63. 
25, J. C. Berry, 38 70 
Be, BEY G. E. Drake. 61 388 
Pein Sa Ring. 25 80 
29, C. H. Drew, ° 10 19 
80, A. R. Green, 6 50 
$1,108 58 


BREAGING ROADS IN 1872. 
Paid R. B. Bachelder, 25 8 


BUILDING 8 
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Paid J. S. Trickey, as per bill 


A. J. Young, + 
C. A. Cushing, ts 
J. P. Nutter, a 
T.S. Mathews, as 
Warde Hum ohrey & Dodge, “ 
Suncook Valley R. R. o 
N. M. Emerson, is 
J. M. Tucker, si 
I*, C. Nutter, a 
J. M. Blake, as 
Vee ha Sette 
EK. W. Locke, s 
R. L. French & Co, s 
J. Waldo, oy 
Evans Waldo & Lang, . 
O.S. French, Ys 
Foss & Waldron, i 
EK. C. Willard, A 
J. Smith, 4) 


MISCELLANEOUS BILLS. 


Paid F. G. Durgin for Reports 


Webster & Noyes, Ink, 

B. W. Sanborn, Books and Stationery, 
A. Fowler, Advice, 

C. A. Sanborn, Lumber, 


J. C. Nutter, watching goo ds at Fire, 
E. 8. Gove, 


D. W. “anders, « 
W. B. Hartwell, “ 
G. TH. Green, & 


J. Brock, 
J. M. Tucker, wood for hall, 


CHOOL HOUSEIN DISTRICT NO. 10. 


ac ore 


Paid J. C. Cashman for printing 
D. L. Greene, repairing fire hook, 
F. G. Durgin, for printing, 


I 

1 

1 
A. J. Pillsbury, watering tub 3 00 
DeMardon. 3° 5. at 4 3 00 
J. A. Walker eS es 2 00 
I. B. Berry ih 3 00 
M. Brown, of ns ‘2 00 
J.P. Nutter, as per Bill, 4 50 
D. Goodwin for grapple, 75 
J. W. Sanborn, wood, 5 55 
J. A. Whicher, damage on sleigh, 10 00 
G. F. Green, ss a 10 ¢O0 
J. 8. Tucker, fitting wood, 85 
M.S. Clough, damage on plow, 4 00 
H. LB. Foss, examining records, 1 00 
C. E. Clough, s ye 50 
SUC PRCO tee sf 50 
P. Philbrick, oa vr 50 
G. W. Emerson, “ 1 75 
T. Smith for grapples, 3 00 
W.H. Tibbetts, as per bill, 2 00 
Foss & Waldron, for ladder, P72 
J. L. Buswell, damage on horses, 25 00 

F. W. Blake, discount cn taxes paid previous 
to August Ist, 129 31 
R. Hodgdon, Abatement on poll paid in 

Loudon, 251% 
It. T. Leavitt abatement on poll, being over 70 2 00 
C. W. Bennett “s over tax, 5 00 
J. Harvey 4 on loss of buildings, 8 00 
J.B. Marston s poll 1871, 3 38 
Pittsfield Nat. Bank “ over tax 1872, 12 05 
D. P. Locke : on loss of ox, | 1 00 


Mrs. A. French as per bill, 15 00 


Paid D. K. Foster, printing Compulsory Law, 5 00 
J. M. Tucker for stamps, &e., 2 54 
J. True, watering tub, 3 02 
A. P. James, repairs in school. Dis. No 10, 268 11 
O. P. Green, repairs on school house No 3. 93 94 

$748 47 
TOWN OFFICERS. 

Paid Auditors 1878, $6 00 
P. H. Adams, balance of bill, 1872, 15 50 
J. C. Foss, ‘ es : 15 00 
A. Whittemore Jr., Town Clerk, 65 00 
W. H. Tibbetts Constable, 4 00 
A. G. Eaton, Police, 16 50 
©, H. Brock \* 15 00 
GCocworew:* 14 50 
©. S. French as Selectman ont of town, 6 00 

is He as per bill, 101 25 

D. P. Locke 2nd. for horse aire, 14 00 
‘ as Selectman, 101 00 

J. M. Tucker, “ 110. 25 
de for horse, 19 00 

6 “ Treasurer, 100 00 

- * Overseer of poor, 35 00 

J: * Moderator, 1872, 7 00 

J. M. Tucker, for Moderator 1873, 7 50 
te Collector of Taxes 1869, 6 18 
F. E. Cram, “ “ 91871, 13 10 
¥F. W. Blake, oe wh fs 135 00 
D, K. Foster, Sup. School Committee, 90 00 
H. L. Robinson, Town Clerk 1872, 4 00 
$900 78 


Paid Notes discharged, Interest and Endorse- 
ments $38,917 22 


ee He ae eee 
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“STATE AND COUNTY TAX. 


Paid State tax $3,054 00 
Paid County tax, » $1,692 90 
ABATEMENTS. 

_Paid on J. M. Tucker’s list for 1869, 29 61 

F, E. Cram, OE 96 99 
F. Peaslee, hae APOrLety De 50 65 
BOW, Biskewoue’ Taps . 59 11 
$236 36 
RECAPITULATION. 
To Amount of Receipts, $52,326 94 
EXPENDITURES. 

By amount paid for Schools, $1,912. 70 
ve iy ““ “ Damage by Dogs, 41 75 
* 7 “ Kepairing Roads and Bridges, 3857 49 
2 th of Fauper Bills; 993 90 
é : «<  “ Breaking Roads, 1,108 58 
“6 ce a4 ce 66 ce 1872, 6 85 
“< $s «© Buliding School House in Dis-, 

trict No. 10, 302 86 
66 “c «¢  “ Miscellaneous, - 748 47 
mes. 7% «= ~Building New Street, 138 01 
““ « « 6 Town Officers, 900 78 
‘“ es «6 Notes, Interest and Endorse- 
ments, 688, O17 22 
‘“ 66 “« =“ Abatement of Taxes, 236 36 
74 74 A; <3 State Lax, 3,054 OO 
“6 66 “6 “ County Tax 1,692 90 
‘s of Cash in hands of Treasurer 1,915 07 
$52,326 94 
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ASSETS. 

To balance in hands of Treasurer, $1,915 0° 
ss “from F. E. Cram, Collector, 1871, T+ 80 
Hs “« F. Peaslee, ss 1872, 286 VO 
oi es “« F. W. Blake, 4: 1873, 1,410 0) 


$3,825 87 
Amount of Notes and Interest: on the same, ont- 


standing March Ist, 1874, $74,601 26 
Assets Deducted, 3,825 87 
Indebtedness of the Town March Ist, 1874, $70,775 49 


| JOHN M. TUCKER, Zown Treasurer. 

The undersigned have examined the Town Treasurer’s re- 
port ending March Ist, 1874, and find that his report, as 
taken from -the town books, is correctly cast, and well 
vouched. The books are kept in a neat, buisness-like man- 
ner. We also find that the Selectmen have taken up about 
thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) of the Town notes which 
were bearing 7 3-10 per cent. interest, paying the same 
with money hired at 6 per cent. 

N. W. DRAKE, 


EK. W. FRENCH, - Auditors. 
Wn. YEATON. 


REPORT 
OF THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
DISTRICT No, 1. 

Prudential Comittee, J. NewtonCarr. This district has 
had two terms of school during the year, both taught by 
Miss Sarah E. Clarke. Number of scholars first term, 26. 
Average attendance, 20. Second term, number, 22. Aver- 
age, 16. 

The first term was yery successful. The closing examina- 
tion was honored by the presence of a large number of the 
parents, who were pleased with the progress and appearance 
of the school, At that time, we had nothing but good 
things to say of the school, and felt. justified in expressing 
the belief that it would be for its best interest to retain the 
same teacher for the second term, rather than hazard a 
change. She was retained. Not many weeks, however, had 
passed before rumors of disorder, friction and _ irritation, 
reached us. We early made it convenient to visit the 
school. It was evident at this visit, that a change had come 
over the scene. There were so many stealthy mutual side 
glances passing among the scholars, that it was perfectly 
clear that something had just been going on, or was just 
about to be going on, that never ought to be going on in a 
school-room, if peradventure it be allowable anywhere 
else. Investigation induced the conclusion that the teacher 
had incautiously frittered away her authority at evening 
spelling schools, so called, which degenerated here, as they 
always do in this latitude, into schools where the spelling 
is performed not so much by word of mouth as by smack of 


lip. A few jots of caution and tittles of advice administer, 


ed with kindness, were received with gratitude, by the 


teacher, and following them, she still was able to show her 
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school at the closing examination in a tolerable state, and 

that the scholars had made withal some advancement in 

their studies. Her reading elasses appeared as well as any 

in town. | 
DISTRICT No. 2. 

Prudential Committee, Mr. David L. Greene. Number 
of scholars, 8. Average attendance, 7. 

This district has had 10 1-2 weeks’ school this year, 
all told, taught by Mr. Albert C. Lane of Chichester. This 
was Mr. Lane’s first trial of the “delightful task.” Possess- 
ing a native aptitude to teach and of a genial turn, he easi- 
ly enlisted the hearts of his scholars in their work, and thus 
made success certain from the start. The order of the 
school was good enough; and we have found no scholars in 
town, who could give a clearer analysis of examples In men- 
tal arithmetic than the small classes in this district. Mr. 
Lane is one of the few teachers who are not glad when the 
term is closed. 

But, boys and girls of District No. 2, how do you like the 
idea of having only 10 1-2 weeks’ school in a year, while the 
boys and girls within fifteen mimutes’ walk of your own 
homes, are having 30 or 40 weeks? Is this an even thing? 
Did you ever think of it? Ask your fathers whether you 
are not entitled to as much school as your neighbors? Ask 
them, if they know that it costs $10 to send each of you to 
school ten weeks, while in the district adjoining, it costs less 
than one fourth of $10 to senda scholar forty weeks? Tell 
them you are cheated, and they, too. Tell them the 
remedy for all this may be found inthe law to abolish 
these old school districts. 

DISTRICT No. 3. 

Prudential Committee, Mr. Charles 8. Hodgdon. Miss 
Achsa L. Cheney of Bradford has taught three terms in this 
cdistrict this year—a summer term of eight weeks; a fall 
term of 10 weeks; and a winter term of 9 2-5 weeks, Whole 
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number of scholars each term, 27. Average for the first and 
second terms, 23; for the third, 20. 

Miss Cheney is a practical believer in the good old-fashioned 
doctrine of the divine right of teachers to govern, and the 
correlatively human business of scholars to submit. Though 
the inculcation of this doctrine was, at first, terribly dis- 
tasteful to some who had never before been “convinced of 
the law as transgressors,” yet it speedily wrought its normal 
and desired effect, ridding the school of a few ill-bred 
rogues who most needed this very kind of discipline but 
couldn’t bear it,and whose parents ougkt to suffer the extreme 
penalty of the Compulsory Law, for allowing their child- 
ren to absent themselves from the school, but they couldn’t 
bearit. If the penalty were imprisonment instead of a fine, 
they might bear it easier, What will not ignorance and 
prejudice do for the human family! But there is no use of 
moralizing. We are happy to believe that what the school 
lost in quantity, it gained in quality; for in point of order, if 
not in scholarship, it was, no doubt, the model schoolof the 
town. | 

Miss Cheney has now taught this school fourterms. Itis a 
good thing for the district though net the best thing for the 
world, thavateacherof Miss C’s efficiency should spend her 
timeinsosmalla school, She ought to have a broader field of 
labor, in order that the aggregate of good in the earth be 
augmented thereby. And yet, what culpably inappreciative 
wretches are found in this district! Hear the teacher on 
this point. We extract fromher register. “The school has 
been in session 17 weeks and many of the pupils have at- 
tended only 15 days.” Is there no one in District No. 3, 
fearless enough to institute proceedings against the viola- 
tors of the “Law to Compel Children to Attend Schoel?” 

To the citizens of this. district we would say the High 
School has received, the presenéterm, the upper class of 
your school, and in consequence, the number of scholars re- 
maining is so small that it would seem to be an unprofitable 
entlay to continue longer a separate school-district ergani- 
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zatic. We would therefore urge that youlend youraid and 
your votes at the coming Annual Town Meeting in favor of 
adopting the “Act Enabling Towns to Abolish School Dis- 
tricts in Certain Cases,” or this failing, that you unite with 
districts No. 4, and No. 5, in the support of a Grammar 
School, also with No, 4 in the support of a Primary School. 


DISTRICT No. 4. 

Prudential Committtee, Sylvester H. French, Esq. Miss 
Myra L. Foss has taught 3 terms in this district this year— 
a summer term of 11 weeks, with 50 different scholars and an 
average of 44; a fall term of 11 weeks with whole number, 
43, average 38; and a winter term numbering 42 and averag-~ 
ing 88, 

It is commendation enough to say that Miss Foss has now 
taught this school eight terms, and that the patrons, both 
parents and pupils, unanimously want her to teach it longer. 
She is a good teacher and the district is fortunate enough to 
know’the fact and profit by it. A good teacher and an appre- 
ciative neighborhood are concomitants in harmony with the 
eternal fitness of things. This school registers more pupils 
than any other in town, and until the present winter, has em- 
braced all the classes known in a school-room, from A to 
Algebra. The teachers are few, that can keep a 
school as large as this, and mixed as this has been, so well 
as this has been kept forthe past year. On the opening of the 
High School, Miss F. was relieved of her higher classes and 
forthe rest of the term, her school progressed at a rate im- 
possible to be reached before. This fact was very noticeable 
at the closing examination, and happily gave the visitors a 
very favorable impression of the advantages, even of a par- 
tially graded school. We trust the people of this district 
will see it to be for their advantage to vote at the Town 
Meeting for the adoption of the “Act Enabling. Towns to 
Abolish School Districts in Certain Cases;” but if this should 
faiily to unite with Districts No. 3 and No. 5, in 


the support of a Grammar School, and with No. 3 for a 
Primary School. 
DISTRICT No. 5. 

Prudential Committee, Mr. A. J. Fogg. A summer term of 
nine weeks was taught in the Higher Department of this 
school by Mrs. Johr D. Stevens. Number of scholars, 36. 
Average, 30. 

We stop here in our report of this school, for the reason 
that the standing of Mrs. Stevens in this community, 
‘as a teacher, is so high that all remarks of a school commit- 
tee seem to us superfluous. It is enough to know that she 
was the teacher. /ints coronat opus. Her name is a 
household word in our village. 

By a vote of the district this department of the 
school en masse was merged in the High School which was 
organized in the early part of the winter, by the union of the 
yillage districts No. 3, No. 4, and No. 5. Mrs. Ste- 
yens is now engaged as a teacher of this school. This dis- 
trict ought now, in our judgment, to unite with No. 3, and 
No, 4and establish a Grammar School. 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

Summer term, taught by Miss Mary E. Williams. Length 
of schooi 9 weeks. Average attendance, 40. 

This was Miss Williams’s first essay to keep school. On 
her examination, we had doubts about her competency for 
the place and the expediency of granting her a certificate— 
not doubts as to her book-knowledge;we had had opportunity 
to judge in this regard, long before; but doubts as to her 
capacity to manage—her efficiency. Her youth and lack of 
experience, we feared, might make the attempt hazardous if 
not prove it a failure. But it seemed to be her turn to keep 
the Primary School, and what could a Superintendent do ? 
Everybody else in the district had been taking their turns at 
the Primary School, with ever-varying success, time imme- 
morial. The Prudential Committee had been chosen for the 
very purpose of giving his daughter her turn, as scores had 
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heen chosen to do before him. The district was expecting 
her to take her turn. What then was a school committee 
to do? Why, dispel his “spectre doubts,” of course, and 
let her take herturn. This we did, all but dispel, resolving, 
meanwhile, never to cease to aid and encourage the teachers 
whom we had authorized to take charge ef a school, so 
long as they would try to do their best. No parent ever 
watched achild with a more anxious, tireless care than we did 
this school. We think Miss Williams tried hard, and did 
as well as she could. Her position was a perplexing one. 
This school, in its present condition, requires a teacher of 
more real efficiency than any other in town. It does not 
follow that, because the scholars are young, the teacher may 
be so too. ‘The reverse is true.” 

And here, we want the parents of this district to under- 
stand that the committee considers them and holds 
them directly responsible for the disorder, sauci- 
ness, and truancy of this school. Many of the scholars have 
néver yet been taught the first rudiments of an education— 
a respectful obedience to their parents at home. And these 
very parents, though they never crossed the threshold of the 
school-room, assume the province of just judges of the 
qualifications of the teacher, the capacity of the committee, 
and the character of the school. Children so born are rather 
to be pitied than punished. Teach your boys and girls a 
dutiful submission to wholesome rules at home, aud they 
will make quite as amiable scholars, advance quite as rap- 
idly in their studies, and turn out in the end quite as good 
citizens. 

WINTER TERM. 


In view of the situation at the close of the summer term, 
we were convinced that it would be tbe best thing for the 
teacher, for the school and all concerned, to withhold a cer- 
tificate for the winter term. We informed the Prudential 
Committce of our convictions on the subject. He did not 
receive the information, we are sorry to say, with entire 


hy 
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complacency. We advised him not to force his daughter 
upon the committee or the district. He spurned our advice, 
Everybody else in the district, who expressed an opinion, (and 
they were not a few), justificd your committee in the course 
he had taken. The Prudential Committee, however, saw fit 
to open a winter term of the Primary School, and re-instate 
Miss W. The Superintendent gave her a peremptory dismiss- 
al. “The combat deepens.” Those very persons, (some men, 
some women), who but an hour ago, were overflowing with 
spontaneous justification of the committee, now equally 
spontaneously certify to him their satisfaction with the sum- 
mer school, the teacher’s suitableness of ‘disposition and 
temper,”and their own implied desire that she teach the win- 
ter school. Suchis the depth of human depravity. Hereup- 
on the committee withdrew from the contest, with entire 
willingness that the district should have what they wanted, 
if they had found out what they wanted. Miss W. kept a 
winter term. We were unable to make a closing exami- 
nation of the school, because we were misinformed as to the 
time it was to close. No register has been returned at the 
date of this, March 6th. We sincerely hope it was a good 
school, and that the patrons are satisfied. It certainly would 
be most ungrateful not to be satisfied. 

The moral of this tale is, adopt the “Act Enabling Towns 
to Abolish School Districts in Certain Cases.” 


DISTRICT No. 6. 


Prudential Committee, Mr. Alfred C. Richards. This 
district has had two terms of school during the year; the 
first, 7 weeks,; the second, 9 weeks. Miss Emma G. Cur- 
rier of Deerfield kept both. 

The first term opened well. A school of nine scholars, 
none of them vicious, some of them, we know, of superio¥ 
domestic training. with a mistress of sixteen months’ expe- 
rience, ought, to begin well; ought to continue well; end 
well, ‘The term was altogether successful;] satisfactory to 
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the committee and we believe to the district. Weare sorry 
to say, however, that the fruits of the fall term were not a 
full realization of the promises of the spring. The closing 
examination revealed a previous relaxation of the reins, 
with many of ts attendant results—lack of drill in the 
studies; carlessness during recitation, both in the matter 
and in the method; and worst of all, the vice of whispering. 
‘A few solemn truths and practical observations made by the 
committee at the close, we trust were not wholly profitless 
to those who listened, though they were received partly 
with laughter; partly with tears; partly with shame. 

‘Schooling in this district. costs at the rate of $5.40 a year 
for each scholar, while in the adjacent districts on either 
side, the same article is to be had in double the quantity for 
half the money. Citizens of District No. 6, go for the 
remedy, to the “Act Enabling Towns to Abolish School 
Districts in Certain Cases.” 


DISTRICT No. 7. 


Mr. Joseph Yeaton, Prudential Committee. This district 
embraces a few families in Epsom. It has had school 26 2-5 
weeks this year, under the charge of Mr. Cyrus 0. 
Brown of Epsom. Whole number of scholars the first 12 
weeks, 49. Average attendance from Pittsfield, 33. Whole 
number for the last 14 weeks, 20. Pittsfield average 26. 

Mr. Brown has had a larger experience than most teachers 
in our public schools. Has taught this school three terms 
prior to this year. This is prima facie evidence that he is 
a good teacher, or at least, that a part, if not all, of the dis- 
trict consider him so. We consider him so. Many of his 
methods of instruction are superior. Those of teaching the 
Primary and the Intellectual Arithmetic are especially deserv- 
ing of commendation. If Mr. Brown fail anywhere, it is per- 
haps in government; and here even, we are not so sure 
thathe did not succeed as well, if not better, than most 
teachers have in the same school. And, though I would 
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by no means put in an incommodious and dilapidated 
school-house as an excuse or apology for a disorderly 
school, yet it cannot be doubted that the indescribable, un- 
namable thing, which they of Dowborough call their 
school-house does, in many ways not to be prevented, exert 
a demoralizing and disorganizing influence upon the school 
Why shoaldit not? This is its function; and well does it 
fulfill it, stvuading there the very embodiment of Horace 
Mano’s “evil gonius of deformity and suTering;” its walle 
and ceiling opening a thousand mouths; its clapboards and 
shingles vibrating as many tongues; and all together groan- 
ing in hollow, discontented mesure the discordant dirge— 
“demoralization, disorganization, departure.” Perfect order 
is impracticable and unattainable in such a place. The 
thing never has been and never will be on earth, 

We were sorry to witness in this district a spirit of 
jealousy, suspicion, envy, and a consequent disposition 
on the part of some, never to be satisfied with what any- 
body else does. This state of things is necessarily pernicious 
to the school. Our schools are bad enough at their best es- 
tate; poor enough when everybody co-operates to help them 
and improve them. And is not a good school of more value 
than the gratification of some mere private personal pique ? 
Cease then carking the teacher; stop bickering among your- 
selves; “lay aside” as Paul has it, ‘‘all envies, and all evil- 
speakings” and go in every time, with united hearts and 
hands for the best interest of your school. 

And here, we may be allowed to say that we believe the 
best and surest redress for all our school-district grievances, 
real or fancied, is the adoption of the ‘Act Enabling Towne 
to Abolish School Districts in Certain Cases.” 

DISTRICT No. 8, 


Prudential Committee, Mr. George W. Johnson. The 
summer term ot eight weeks, taught by Miss Emma J. Har- 
vey. Number of scholars, 11. Average attendance, 10. 
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This was Miss Harvey’s first school, and she acted the part 
of school-mistress very creditably to herself and satisfacto- 
rily to the district. Understanding at the outset, that her 
contract with the committee was not merely to Aeep the 
school, but to teach the school, and realizing the utter futility 
of urging scholars to effort, while they see the teacher 
making none, Miss H. entered u,on her duties with an 
honest purpose to do her best, and labored earnestly for all 
to make the greatest progress in their studies, which is the 
chief object of all school. Teachers who are thus conscious 
of their duty and devoted to its performance never fail, 
and theirlabors are generally crowned with ample success. 
Sickness prevented us from making aclosing examination of 
the school, yet our frequent visits during the term warrant 
the verdict ‘Well done.” 

WINTER TERM. 

Teacher, Mr. Henry E. Drake. Length of term, 11 weeks. 
Number of scholars, 17. Average, 13 1-2. 

This was Mr. Drake’s first school. He isa young man of 
sound character and a good scholar; and with a little more 
enphasis in his nature, would make one of our best teach- 
ers. Experience may supply the requisite. The order 
of the school was good and the improvement, consider- 
able—all perhaps that could reasonably be expected, with 
the tardiness and irregularity of attendance that character- 
ized the school. The register shows that noscholar at- 
tended every day of the term, and that many were absent a 
third part, and tardy three fourths of the time. 

To the fathers and mothers in this district, and in fact 
to everybody else whom it may concern, we desire to pro- 
pound a few interrogatories. Do you believe your children 
ean make the advancement in their studies that they are en- 
titled to, while you keep them at the wood-pile or loggine- 
sled fram. one to five days in every week of the district 
sshoal? Do you not know that there is no place nor busi- 
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mess on this planet, in which your boys and girls can carn 
as much money tor you, for themselves, or the world, as in 
the school-house un ler the mountain? Don’t you under- 
stand that a practical knowledge ef Bank Discount is worth 
more to a boy ora girl than a dollar deposit, especially in 
these times of dury2 discounts? Don’t you see that the 
scholar who goes toe school ons day, and stays away the next, 
and is tardy the next, is only “hewing ont for himself 
cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water;” making 
of his memory a sieve—a good thing enough to hold chaff, 
but not so well adapted to retain the grain? 
DISTRICT Neo, 9. 

Prudential Committee, Mr. Solomon Watson. There has 
been two terms of school in this district, during the years 
the first, a fallterm of nine weeks; the second, a winter term: » 
of 8 weeks, both taught by Miss Mary I’. Lake of Chiches- 
ter. Number of pupils first term, 11; second term, 9. Av- 
erage, first term, 9; second term, 8. | 

Our visit at the commene: ment of the first term, found the 
school, though so small, doing business enough for.a mucb 
larger and amore public gathering—busy as any sewing- 
circle of the most approved modern sort. Query, (reverently), 
did they fit themselves for their business aé the sewing cir- 
cle? Remarks were made by the committee, suited as he 
thought, to the wants of the school and the condition of 
things. We subsequently became satisfied that the teacher, 
confident of her capacity te govern the school, craftily al- 
iowed the scholars at first, to appear as badly as they might 
be disposed to, in order to win the credit for the improve- 
ment that was to be wrought. And here we gladly give this 
teacher the credit of keeping as nice and as orderly a little 
school as need be. Wer classes in arithmetic and geogra- 
phy were equal, and in some respects, we think, superior to 
any others in town. 

The recitations in the former were made} not a mere use- 
less memorizing and formal application of the rules, but a 
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dus exercise and discipline of the reasoning faculty, 

Fellow citizens of Tilton Hill, do yon know that it hag 
¢ost you this year, $5.00 a scholar for 17 weeks’ schodl, 
while it has cost your neighbors but half that sum for 27 
weeks? Do you know that the adoption of the “Act En- 
sbling Towns to Abolish School Districts in Certain Cases,” 
will equalize this thing? Try it and see. 

DISTRICT No. 30. 

Prudential Committee, Mr. Daniel Watson. This dis- 
trict spent most of the summer and fall in repairing or 
rebuilding their school-house—a thing neither to be avoided 
hor evaded longer—and consequently have had but one 
term of school. Myr. Charles F. Watson, teacher. Length 
of term, 10 weeks. Number of scholars, 19. Average at~- 
tendance, 14. 

The commonly accepted rule that a teacher cannot sue~ 
ceed in his native district, here finds an exception. We had 
become so firm a believer in this maxim, from practical ex- 
emplifications nearer home, that we had not a little hesita- 
tion in giving Mr. Watson a certificate; and it was only after 
A minute investigation of his personal relations with the 
families and scholars of the district, that authority to keep 
the school was granted him. We have never regretted our 
course. The new school-house seemed to inspire the scholars 
with new zeal in their studies; and as soon as they should 
be convinced that the teacher was there to benefit them, 
and that he was both able and willingto benefit them, «# 
successful term was guaranteed. By the rectitude of his 
intentions and the generosity of his nature they were soou 
eonvinced. The classes are few in this town, that have 
learned as much in ten weeks, in reading, and in the 
elements of arithmetic, grammar and geography. 

D. K. FOSTER, 
Superintending School Committee. 

Pittafield, N. H., March 9, 1874. 
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THE UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT. 


The committee appointed by the High School District to 
assist the Sup. School Committee in the organization of a 
High Scnool, having attended to their duty in that direction 
respectfully submit the following report. 

The enterprise of the establishment of a High School, 
which has for so long a time been a matter of contempla- 
tion, has through the influence of a few persons especially 
interested in educational matters, finally culminated in an 
experiment, which, in the judgment of the committee is la- 
den with results, the character of which, will remove all 
doubts and misgivings ‘-especting the propriety of the insti- 
tution of a graded High School. 

The selections from the respective districts, were made by 
the committee at their best discretion, based on the merits of 
the pupils and classes, as evinced at a close and careful ex- 
amination, with a view: to avoid if possible any liability to 
the charge of partiality or preference. 

The school under the management of Mr. Foster was suc- 
cessful and prosperous in all respects. Every detail of 
school discipline seemed to be developed in the nearness of. 
perfection, and the confidence and respect existing so essen- 
tially between scholars and teacher furnished abundant 
proof of the many excellent results of the term. 

The committee desire to express themselves as highly sat- 
isfied with the experiment, as well as with the general man- 
agement of the school under the care of Mr. Foster. 

The whole number of pupils was 46. Average attend- 
ance 41. The second term of the High School is now in 
session, with a much larger number. | 

FRANK E. RANDALL, 
for the Committee. 
Pittsfield, N. H., March 9th, 1874. 
Erratum:—in District No. 7, page 8, for 20 read 50. 
ADDENDUM March 7th. Miss Williams, the teacher] of the Primary Depart- 


ment in District No. 5, has to-day returned a register of her, winter term—giv- 
ing length of term 8 weeks; number of scholars, 20; average, 22. 
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